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our military establishments, ami preparations, and with the distri¬ 
bution of our force. 

The baneful ellects of this perpetual slate of uncertainly ana 
solicitude, have been felt not only in t! dc j 1 

of tiie arts of peaceful industry on the coast of Coromandel, aim in 
the rebellious spirit of certain descr j t o I e 1 t c 
coast, and on the coast of Malabar, 1 t c a 1 
all India, in the diminution of the British influence and consider¬ 
ation at foreign courts; in the rising hopes o: the turbulent and 
disaffected; and in the decline of public and private credit, shaken 
by repeated rumours of war, and ov the constant necessity of 
guarding against surprise from the sudden asrpression of an 
enemy whom lio clemency nor moderation could conciliate, aim 
no faith could bind. 

The reduction of Tippoo Sultaim s power and resources, 
effected by the treaty of Senngapatam m lvoa, had -weakened, 
but not extinguished, the cause of these complicated evils. Soon 
after the conclusion of peace, tins cause and its cHects appear to 
have recovered a considerable degree of strength. In the year 
1 7g6‘, the intrigues and military movements of Tippoo Sultauir 
compelled the Government-general to assemble the annv on the 
coast of Coromandel; and m the autumn of 1707. such apprehen¬ 
sions were entertained of his designs and power, as induced i.m-d 
Hobart, Governor of Fort St. George, to take upon himselr the 
high responsibility of rehnquisliiiis? an expedition, ably planned: 
and even after the requisite preparations, winch had been carried 
on with uncommon zeal, vigor, and activity, had been com¬ 
pleted. 


































lariy the. Nizam, (whose councils and arm}’ were at that period 
subjected to the overbearing influence of a powerful French 
faction) might appear, both to Tippoo and to France, to offer a 
favourable crisis for the attach of the British possessions in Indite 
The disposition of the French Government to attempt such an 
enterprise has never been disguised; and although, at that lime, 
positive proof had not been obtained that any formal or regular 
correspondence between Tippoo Sultaun and the Executive Di¬ 
rectory of France had existed previous to the embassy, and letters 
which arrived at the Mauritius in January, 1798, yet the nature 
of that transaction afforded a strong presumption that a previous 
intercourse of the same hostile character had taken place. This 
presumption was further corroborated by a certain knowledge, that 
for some time past various emissaries of France had readied the 
councils of Tippoo Sultaun ; and that, through their representa¬ 
tions, lie had been taught to entertain a confident expectation of 
speedy and effectual support. 

(even admitting that this expectation was likely to be frustrated, 
either by a (allure of assistance on the part of France, or by the 
vjuuance and superior power of Ins Alajesty s fleets, still our 
,security would have been precarious. I he Governor-general, at 
mat penoci. had received certain intelligence that lippoo Sultaun 
nad dispatched an embassy to Zeinaun Shah, the olpect ot which 
•was. to encourage that prince m the prosecution or Ins long- 
threatened invasion of hindostan: and the whole tenor 01 his 
word iff 10 s advices from me north-western countries ot Hindostan 
led him to believe that /emaun Shah wotiia cross the Atiock. and 
would endeavour to pursue Ins avowed pro|oci u( mtusiou in toe 







administration, when those dejects existed exactly m the same 
degree as in the month of June, 1798, it dyes not appear tral tnev 
retarded the expedition against Pondiclicrry. but tnat with cam- 
exertions, and ample advances of money, uic provision 01 crude 
kept pace wnh the otiici metisu ] 1 j 1 ti 11s r t 

time, aver} considcnbl uni' w is i< 11I s 1 )1 li I 
the guns, stores, and provisions, necessary lor tne siege were 
carried, and deposited in camp ueforc that place, precisely 111 two 
months from the date of the resolution of Government to at- 


The difficulty of assembling and moving the army on the 
coast of Coromandel, as had been represented to the Governor- 
general, naturally impressed his Lordship with a serious alarm of 
the defenceless and perilous state of the Carnatic, in that arduous 
conjuncture. But in proportion to the apparent pressure of that 
difficulty, he felt the necessity' of an instantaneous and active 
exertion; for whether the armv. when assembled, was to anti¬ 
cipate, or to await the attack of J ippoo Sultaun. it appeared an 
equally indispensable measure of precaution to resume, without 
delay, the power of mcetnvr that vindictive and restless prince 111 
the field. 1 he Governor-general was not therefore discouraged 
by those opinions, (yvhich subsequent events have also proved to 
be erroneous) lroni insisting on the immediate execution ol his 
orders, and. adverting to the fatal consequences, which had for¬ 
merly been experienced m the Carnatic, by neglecting to Keen 
pace with the iorwardness oi hostile equipments in Mysore, has 
Lordship resolved to intrust the protection of the Brjtisn posses¬ 
sions on the coast of Coromandel to no other security, than s 
complete and early state ol preparation tor war. 
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to whose zeal, public spirit, and prompt obedience, the Governor- 
general on this and many other occasions bore public testimony. 

The British detachment was placed under the command of 
Lieutenant-colonel Roberts. It reached Hyderabad on the 10th 
of October, and on the 22d of the same month, under the orders 
of his Highness the Nizam, and with the co-operation of a body 
of his cavalry, it surrounded the camp of the French army, dis¬ 
armed all the sepoys, and secured the persons of all the French 
officers then in camp. This operation was happily effected with¬ 
out bloodshed, and without contest. A mutiny having broken out 
in the French camp on the preceding day, and the sepoys having- 
imprisoned their officers, the Resident at Hyderabad, and Lieute¬ 
nant-colonel Roberts, with the consent of the Nizam, judiciously 
availed themselves of this favourable opportunity to execute the 
important measure entrusted to him, without difficulty or danger. 

The amount of the French force disarmed on this occasion was 
about eleven thousand men. The remainder of the corps having 
been sent on detachments, at some distance from Hyderabad, was 
soon afterwards secured and disbanded. 

The French officers were treated with every practicable degree 
of attention and humanity. At the period of their arrest by our 
troops, their persons were in confinement, and their lives in dan¬ 
ger from tile mutiny’ prevailing in their camp; and the greatest 
difficulty which Colonel Roberts encountered was that of res¬ 
cuing the imprisoned officers from the violence of their own 
sepoys. Particular care was taken to save the property of the 
officers for their use, as well as to obtain for them such arrears 
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the proposition of opening a negotiation; and urged the Sultaun 
not to delay his reply beyond the period of one day after the letter 
should reach him; intimating that dangerous consequences might 
result from a longer delay. 

The advanced period of the season absolutely required that the 
Sultaun's views should be ascertained within a short lime: the pro¬ 
position in iiis Lordship’s letter contained nothing derogatory to 
the honour or dignity of the Sultaun; it was now urged for the 
third time without variation; and it related simply, and distinctly, 
to the admission of an ambassador for the purpose of opening a 
negotiation. To demand an immediate answer to a proposition of 
such a nature, could not therefore be deemed either offensive or 
unreasonable. 

Subsequently to the dispatch of the letter of the gth of .January, 
the Governor-general received the Sultaun’s reply 5 to his letter of 
the 10th of December, dispatched from Fort William. The Sul¬ 
taun’s silence in this letter, with respect to the admission of Major 
Dovetail, afforded an additional proof of his disposition to evade 
the pacific advances of the allies. 


* Appendix, XII. 
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As no answer from the Sultaun to the letter of the 9th of Janu¬ 
ary had been received on the 3d of February, although the com¬ 
munication between Seringapatam and Fort St. George does not 
require, at the most, a longer time than eight, and is sometimes 
effected in four days, the Governor-general now determined to de¬ 
feat the evident object of the Sultaun’s silence,and to take advantage 
of the actual superiority of our force, and of the present season, 
before the French could effect a junction, by commencing hosti¬ 
lities without delay. And from this period he resolved to suspend 
all negotiations, until the united forces of the Company, and of 
their allies, should have made such an impression on the territories 
of Mysore, as might give full force to our just representations. 

With these views, on the 3 d of February, 1799, the Governor- 
general directed Lieutenant-general Harris to enter the territory 
of Mysore, with the army assembled under his command; and on 
the same day, his Lordship issued orders to Lieutenant-general 
Stuart to be prepared to co-operate from Malabar; and signified 
to Rear-Admiral Rainier, and to the several allies of the Company, 
that he now considered the British Government in India to be at 
war with Tippoo Sultaun. 

At length, on the 13th of February, the long expected letter* 
from the Sultaun arrived; acknowledging the receipt of his Lord¬ 
ship's two friendly letters, and informing him, that, “ being jre- 
“ quently disposed to make excursions, and bunt, he unis accordingly 
“ proceeding upon a hunting excursion,” and desiring that his Lord- 
ship would “ dispatch Major Dovelon, slightly attended, (or unat- 
“ tended).” 

• Appendix, XIV. Letter from Tippoo Sultaun. 






placed tlie security of our possessions on a foundation, which the 
invasion of India by a French force could not have impaired; for 
without the aid of some native power, it is scarcely possible that 
the French should ever make any permanent impression on the 
British Empire in India; and no native power, excepting Tippoo 
Sultann, was at that period so infatuated as to be disposed to assist, 
or to receive a French army. 

The progress of events subsequent to the Governor-general’s 
orders of the 20th of June, 1738, lias not only confirmed the 
principles of justice and policy by which an attack upon the Sul- 
taun was at that time demanded; but has manifested that the 
designs of France, as well as of the Sultaun, were of a much 
more extensive and formidable nature, than any which have ever 
been projected against the British Empire in India, since the hour 

While the magnitude and danger of these designs were gradually 
disclosed, it afforded the highest degree of satisfaction to the 
Governor-general, to find that his means of averting them were 
augmenting in a proportion nearly equal, by the success of the 
negotiations at Hyderabad, and by the progress of the military 
preparations which his Lordship had ordered throughout our 
possessions in India. 

At the commencement of the month of February, the crisis 
arrived in which the Governor-general was called upon to form 
his ultimate decision on the important question at issue with 
Tippoo Sultaun, and to determine the final result of the whole 
system.of those measures which his Lordship had adopted. 
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against his own empire the ruin which he had meditated against 

The secrecy of his councils, the promptitude of his resources, his 
constant and active state of equipment for war, together with the 
facility of his intercourse with the French, through his remaining 
territories on the coast of Malabar, formed the most dangerous 
circumstances of his power and dominion, and constituted his 
principal means of offence. 

From the success which was expected to attend our arms in the 
approaching contest with Tippoo Sultaun, a firm confidence was 
entertained that those dangers would either be wholly averted, or 
so considerably diminished, as to afford to the Governments in 
India, the prospect of durable security and genuine peace. 
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With a view of rendering them as efficient as possible, and of de¬ 
riving the utmost advantage from their services, they were arranged 
into battalions commanded by British officers, and the whole placed 
under the command of Captain John Malcolm, whoso zeal and 
ability, added to a perfect knowledge of their language and customs, 
rendered him peculiarly qualified for this situation. To Captain 
Malcolm’s command were attached two troops ol native cavalry, 
clothed, accoutred, and disciplined in the same manner as the 
Company’s regiments. These troops were placed tinder Captain 
Walker, an active officer, from whose example it was expected, 
that the Nizam's cavalry w ould become more useful than il !cit to 
the direction of native commanders. 

In order to give the whole force with Meer Allum Hollander the 
utmost respectability, and to render it equal to any service in which 
it might be employed, the Commander in Chief deemed it proper 
to strengthen the Company's battalions serving with it, under the 
command of Colonel Roberts, with one of his Majesty’s regiments; 
and, as that officer had expressed a wish to be relieved from his 
command, his Maicsty’s 33d regiment was appointed to join the 
Nizam’s contingent: and the general command of the British force 
serving with his Highness's troops was given to the Honourable 
Colonel Wellesley. This arrangement, which was highly pleas¬ 
ing to Meer Allum, added greatly to the confidence of his troops, 
and could not fail to render them essentially useful. However, as 
Colonel Wellesley’s command was only temporary, and the 
services of Lieutenant-colonel James Dalrymple, with that detach¬ 
ment, had merited every attention ; the Commander in Chief consi¬ 
dered him as succeeding to Colonel Roberts in the command of 
'lie subsidiary force, although at that period, whilst acting with his 
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and most amply and liberally supplied; and as well appointed, as 
perfect in point of discipline, and as fortunate in the acknowledged 
experience and ability of its odicers in every department, as any 
that ever took the field in India. It comprised a more numerous 
and better appointed corps of cavalry, than any European power 
in India ever brought into action. The army on the coast of 
Malabar, under Lieutenant-general Stuart, was in an equally 
efficient state; and the command on that coast could not have 
been placed in abler hands. All the departments relating to sup¬ 
plies* from that quarter, promised to alibi'd the most effectual as¬ 
sistance. The detachment intended to co-operate from the south¬ 
ward was placed under the command of Lieutenant-colonel Brown: 
and that from the Barramaul, under Lieutenant-colonel Read, who, 
with distinguished zeal and ability, had already contributed the 
fruits of his experience in the collection of supplies ;-)• and every 
measure had been taken to secure the earliest benefits from his 
exertions. The appearance on Tippoo’s coast of Admiral Rainier's 
fleet, which was at this time reinforced by tile Earl Howe and 
Princess Charlotte Indiamen, could not fail to aid the operations 
of the army, by discouraging the Sultaan’s hopes of succour from 
the French. 

With regard to the allies, the Nizam's force appeared in’the 
field much earlier than in the last contest with the Sultaun; and 
the cordial zeal of the court of Hyderabad, which was at that 
period so questionable, now admitted of no doubt. The Mar- 
hattas had accepted a detachment from Bombay, and there was 







CHAPTER VII. 

Advantageous Position of the Army at Kelamungalum. — Reason, 
zohich induced General Harris to prefer the Route by Talgautporam. 
and Cankanellt .— The Army marches.—At tempts of the Enemy's 
Cavalry to destroy Forage ineffectual.—.Difficulties on the March, 
although Forage and fHater in abundance—Intelligence ofTippoo 
Sid tillin's Attack upon General Stuart’s Out-posts. — Battle of 
Malla-aclly.—March to Sosilay, unexpected by the Enemy—The 
Army crosses the Cauvery—encamps before Seringapatam—strong 
and advantageous Position of the Encampment. 

The position at helamunoalum possessed several advantages. 
It was the nearest within our own territory to the capital of 
ivivsorc, the most convenient, of any which could have been oc¬ 
cupied previous to the advance of the army ; and being contiguous 
i o nvacotah. the departments of grain and provisions couicl be cu:n- 
1 I largest possible quantity which they had die means 

ca The encampment was conveniently situated lor 

water, and although the enemy’s horse had made their appearance 
on the 7th of March, and had been busily employed m bunuim 
<r y eta jfficient quantity was secured by I ole 

Ii was indeed a satisfaction to observe that ‘ 

1 much greater abundance than ' e 1 
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army from getting supplies of water. On this part of the route 

tuated, as is the case towards Cankanelli, tile General was aware 

could he of no material consequence, since he knew that the 
branches of the Cankanelli river, a few miles to the westward of 
the proposed route, would furnish a supply. 

After leaving the village of Anicul, a considerable body of the 
enemy’s horse appeared, which were soon dispersed by a few 
discharges from the horse artillery. 

Hitherto the army had marched from its right flank; but as its 
next movement was to be from the left, the position was taken up 
accordingly; that is, the cavalry were placed on the left of the 
encampment, and the battering train covered by a battalion en 
potence , on the left of the infantry. 

Orders were issued for the army to march on the morning of 
the 13th, but at a late hour, on the 12th, a considerable quantity 
of powder, shot, and . stores, not being arrived in camp, these 

On the 14th the army marched by the left, and encamped, 
within sight of Bangalore, near the village of Cnttagerapettah. 
Upon arriving at this encampment, about 4,000 of the enemy’s 
best horse appeared in several compact bodies. They approached 
our cavalry, and the advanced guard, which were drawn up to 
receive them ; but after a few shot from , our field pieces, they 
drew off towards Bangalore. 





























































his situation. By reports from his camp, we learnt that' he was 
extremely dejected and undetermined; that plans of defence had 
been suddenly formed, and as suddenly abandoned ; that the day 
on which lie reconnoitred from the hill, he made a disposition for 
opposing our march, by cannonading from the high grounds, 
which we had to pass, and witli this view had ordered, in addition 
to his cavalry, sixteen or eighteen thousand infantry, with twenty 
guns, to cross the river. The nature of the country was highly 
favourable for such a plan; and it is probable, that he was de¬ 
terred from putting it in execution by the recollection of the 
superiority of our troops, which he had recently experienced ; and 
in some degree also from an apprehension of our cavalry in their 

A number of rocket-men having assembled in a tope, or grove, 
in front of our advanced piquets, apparently for the purpose of 
annoying our next march. General Baird, with the flank com¬ 
panies of his brigade, and part of the -74th regiment, was detached 
at eleven o'clock at night to surprise them ; but they had quitted 
the tope. General Baird, however, in returning to camp, fell in with 
a piquet of the enemy's horse, which he dispered, after killing a 
few men and taking some horses. 

On the 5th of April, the army marched by the left, keeping under 
the ridges to the south and westward of Sultaunpc-uah, in order to 
avoid the topes, which afforded cover for the enemy's rocket-men, 
and from whence a number of rockets were thrown without effect, 
.after a short march, the army took up its ground opposite the 
«’<- 1 Ore of the fort of Seringapatam, at the distance of three 
‘hoi „ 1,0 hve hundred yards. The left of the line was placed near 






Colonel Wellesley again commanded the attack on the Sultaun- 
pettah tope, which was intended to take place about nine o’clock. 
Colonel Shawe was to advance, at the same time, from the ruined 
villag e which, he occupied, and to dislodge the enemy from the 
aqueduct; and Colonel Wallace, with the grenadiers of the 74th, 
and two companies of sepoys, was to attack a village on the 
enemy’s right flank. 

Colonel Wellesley, with the Scotch brigade, two battalions of 
sepoys, and four guns, advanced to the attack of the tope; from 
which the enemy fired under cover of the bank of the aqueduct. 
Their fire was returned by a few discharges of grape from the 
field pieces; and, as the corps moved on, parties were detached to 
take the enemy in flank, which soon threw them into confusion, 
and obliged them to retire with precipitation. 

Precisely atthe same moment, Colonel Shawe, quitting the ruined 
village, rushed upon the enemy, and drove them from that part of 
the aqueduct, from which he had been so much annoyed during 
the night; and Colonel Wallace having succeeded at the same 
time in dispossessing them of the village on their right flank, 
which commanded a considerable part of the aqueduct, the whole 
of tilt's advanced line of posts was quickly evacuated by the enemy, 
and immediately occupied our troops. 

The brilliant success of these attacks, which had been ably 
planned and gallantly executed, now secured a strong, connected 
line of posts, extending from the river to the tallage of Sultaun- 
pettah, a distance of about two miles: and was. in facl, a line id 
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days before, in completing their lines upon the island; and 'many 
thousand workmen were employed at a new entrenchment on 
the west bank of the'river. These works, and the opening of' 
new embrazures in various parts of the south face of the fori, 
clearly evinced, that the attack was expected against the south¬ 
west angle. 

Viewing the south face of the fort from the post at Suita un- 
pettali, it seemed to be very strong, and particularly towards the 
south-west angle. Here were several walls, so complicated in 
appearance, that it was impossible, at that distance, to ascertain 
the nature of them. 

An attack against this point must have been carried on under 
many disadvantages. In the first instance, it would have required 
an assault upon the enemy's strong entrenchment on the island; 
and that we should maintain possession of at least a part of it. 
On the left, our approaches and batteries would have been flanked 
by a powerful fire, not only from the cavaliers and bastions, but 
even from the curtains of the south-west part of the fort: nor 
would they have been less exposed, on the right, to the high and 
commanding works which cover the south-east angle, and to the 
imr flanks upon the south face. Added to these un- 
ircumstances, an enfilading fire could not have been 
’ established to support the attack : and the inner 
st which it must necessarily have been carried on, 
id bv the outer, were so much concealed from view, 
that they could not have been effectually breached from the 
western hank of the river. These formed all together a chain of 
insuperable obstacles to any attempt on that side. 



















were about to commence the siege. Happilv. from this alarm 
the Commander in Chief was soon afterwards effectually relieved, 
by a tender for the public service, of twelve hundred bullock loads 
of rice. This supply, and some other private stock m camp, being 
secured, and added to the public department, made the total- 
quantity sufficient for the subsistence of the fighting men, until the 
eotb of May; long before which time the convoy from the 
Barramaul was expected to arrive, and the siege of Senngapafam 
to be brought to a final issue. 








Colonel Sherorooke, commanding the advanced pests, directed 
die attach. 1 hrec different columns were to advance at the same 
rime from Macdonalds post: one. to the left,-under Lieutenant- 
colonel ivtoneypenny, consisting of four companies of his Majesty's 
73d, and four 01 the Bengal volunteers, was to proceed along the 
Dank of the river Cauvery. and to turn tile right flank of the 
enemy s entrenched post. Another, to the right, consisting of the 
flank comnanies of the 12m reoiment. and two companies of Bengal, 
volunteers, under Lieutenant-colonel Gardiner, was to move along 
Macdonald s nullah, and to turn the enemy’s left. The centre 
column, coinnosed of six companies of the 73d, and four of the 
Bentral volunteers, under the Honourable Lieutenant-colonel St. 
John, was directed to make a feint, which was to be converted 
into a real attack, if circumstances should render it necessary. 

At dusk, the three columns, preceded by small parties of Euro¬ 
pean pioneers, advanced, under a well directed fire from the guns ; 
which so perfectly commanded the entrenchment, that the enemy 
could make but little resistance; and the different attacks were 
in consequence completely successful. It lias been ascertained, 
that die enemy’s loss on this occasion amounted, in killed and 
wounded, to two hundred and fifty men ; and it is remarkable, 
that although about eighteen hundred of the Sulfaun’s infantry 
occupied the entrenchment, we had in these attacks only one man 
wounded. 

Soon after the enemy were driven from their entrenchment, a 
working party was employed in extending from the mill a parallel, 
or place of arms, five hundred and thirty yards in length ; its 
right terminated by an aloe hedge on the bank of the little Cauvery. 
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prehended the right attack would have received great annoyance, 
fortunately made no resistance. Those stupendous works were 
abandoned; tile right attack succeeded in getting possession of 
them, and of the whole of the southern ramparts : and within less 
than an.hour, arrived upon the eastern face of the fort. 

The defence from the west cavalier, behind the breach, was 
confined to one or two discharges of grape, just as the assault 
began. The breaching batteries of eleven guns, six howitzers in 
the advanced parallel, the four-gun battery, and the four guns in 
the mill battery, all bearing upon this part of the fort, supported 
by ten guns on the north side of the river, most completely enfi¬ 
lading the western ramparts, having kept up a brisk fire for some 
time before the assault, will easily account for the small resistance 
made by those who attempted to defend them. 

Under so powerful a fire, the approach of the Sultaun’s troops 
to these ramparts was to them extremely hazardous, particularly 
from the south side of the fort; and when arrived upon the western 
face, the danger increased, for there was no security against the 
enfilading fire, except in small holes dug upon the rampart, or 
behind two or three miserable traverses which had been constructed 
during the siege, where the enemy lay concealed, until our troops 
entered the bed of the river. 

So entirely abandoned was the inner or second rampart, and 
the cavalier, that a small part}' of on!}' eight or ten men of his 
Majesty's 12th regiment, crossing a balardeau in the inner ditch, 
a little to the right of the breach, got possession of the west 











All had remained quiet since the firing from the rampart: but 
whilst we were looking into the palace, there was a smart discharge 
of musquetry on the north side of the town, apparently at the north 
gate, or new sally-port. 

After viewing the persons assembled in the palace for some 
time, we proceeded along the rampart to the eastern, or Bangalore, 
gate, to inform General Baird of what we had seen, and of the 
intelligence received from Syed Saheb. The General had before 
heard that the Sultaun was in the fort, and had halted, in order to 
refresh the troops before he proceeded to summon the palace, as 
they were much exhausted with fatigue, and the extreme heat of 
tile day. 

At this time two fresh battalions of sepoys had just arrived; and 
as the troops were now in complete possession of every part of 
the rampart, General Baird trusted that the Sultaun would be 
convinced how fruitless it was to make further resistance. He 
therefore requested Major Allan, Deputy Quarter-master General, 
who was well qualified to execute the duty, to proceed with a flag 
ol truce to the palace, and to offer protection to Tippoo Sultaun, 
and to every person in the palace, provided he immediately sur¬ 
rendered himself and his family, unconditionally, to General Baird. 
The Sultaun was, at the same time, to be apprized, that if the 
smallest hesitation appeared on his part, in accepting the offer, the 
palace would be instantly assaulted, and every man put to the 
sword. 

The grenadiers, and part of his Majesty's 12th regiment, with 
the ed battalion of the cjth regiment of sepoys, accompanied 











































honours of a MoerAsof/-* or a wretched Killedar, on the monthly 
pay of ic pagodas, to those of a Meet Suddoor. -(• 

During the whole of the siege, he appears to have laboured 
under an infatuation, that Seringapatam ;ji was impregnable; and 
this idea was confirmed by the constant reports of his courtiers, 
who persuaded him, till within an hour of the assault, “ that- the 
“ English would be obliged to raise the siege from want of pro- 
“ visions, and that their shot had produced little effect on the walls" 
In the morning of the 4th, however, on examining the works 
himself, his natural perception discovered to him the danger of his 
situation; but he never seems to have had an idea of yielding up 
his capital, even in the last extremity. 

In short, the whole of his conduct, since the year 179s, proves 
him to have been a weak, headstrong, and tyrannical prince; in¬ 
fluenced in his views, both foreign and domestic, by a restless and 
implacable spirit, and totally unequal to the government of a 
Kingdom, -which had been usurped by the hardiness, intrigues, and 
talents of his father. « 





















Returning to the palace, ne received reports ot the work done 
in the arsenals, lnamiiactories. Ac. the news ol the dev. and tiie 
communications from his spies and intelligences. At this tune, 
likewise, ne delivered his orders, as well as his answers to petitions 
and letters from the different provinces. 


He generally passed the evening with his three eldest sons, one 
ir two of the principal officers of each of the departments of state, 
I Cauz.y, and Moonshy Hubbecb Oollall. All these usually sat 








The Sultaun having- told Rajah Cawn that he was wounded, this 
faithful servant, who still remained with his master, proposed to 
him to discover himself; but the Sultaun said, “ are you mad ? 
“ be silent Rajah Cawn now endeavoured to disengage him 
from the saddle, in which attempt they both fell, together with 
the horse, amongst the dead and wounded men. 

Rajah Cawn was shot through the leg. The firing had now 
nearly ceased below the arch of the gateway; and a grenadier 
crane up to Tippoo, (not knowing him to be the Sultaun) and 
seized his sword belt, with a view to strip it of the gold buckle by 
which it was fastened, The Sultaun instantly stretched out his- 
right hand, (the lower part of his body being entangled amongst 
dead bodies) and snatching a drawn sword, which happened to 
lie within his reach, made a stroke at the soldier. The blow fall¬ 
ing upon his musket, he made a second stroke at another soldier 
with more effect; and immediately afterwards was killed, by a., 
musket hall which penetrated his right temple.. 

Rajah Cawn, the only person now living, who accompanied him. 
during the whole forenoon of the 4th of May, declares that he 
could not discover where the Sultaun intended to go, if. he had 
succeeded in making his way into the town through the gate. 
He imagines, however, that his greatest anxiety was on account of 
his family; and that, from some expressions which had fallen from, 
him, he had conceived the design of putting them to death, under 
an apprehension that they would'be exposed to indignities in the 
Tamuit and fury of the assault. 

Whatever might have been the Sultaums intentions at that 
robmem. he was undoubtedly conscious, that from former, as well 

































CHAPTER XII. 

The Library of Tippoo Sultaim .— Valuable original State Papers 
found in the Palace, relating to Negotiations zuith the French — 
zvith the Court o f Cabal—zvith the Ottoman Court—zvith Scindeah. 
—Intrigues at Hyderabad.—Correspondence with secret Agents at 
Delhi—and in the Company’s Possessions.—Memoranda in the 
Hand-writing of Tippoo Sultaim.—An Instance of the SilUaun’s 
Barbarity under his ozvn Hand.—Tippoo Sultaim’s Dreams zvritleu 
by himself. 
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“ 1 lie principal tendency of Rip.md leiteia to the IaE- .mn-mu. 
Mil ffrnnc ill it P n( v I id do the I i i main 
] in 11 c\] cct h mi tiiotiilul n I email > ) n 
them Iron) the trench nation ; and amongst. ihow. 1-:U..:., r, uiit 
dated ill May ivo7. particularly interesting, as clearly proving mu 
intercourse which subsisted between Monsieur Raymond, formerly 
commander of the Nizam s regular infantry, ana 'Imnoo Sulcaun. 
'i his document is the more important, as it is uoiiotful, whetner 
we shall ever be able to ascertain any further particulars relative 
to the nature and extent of tins connection. M. uompard, turougn 
whom it seems to have been formed tamed, and wno 

commanded the French'party in the Sultaun s service, usually de¬ 
nominated Lally’s' corjis, having died 1 t ! same time with 
Raymond; and his papers being probably lost, or beyond our 
reach. Enough, however, is established by the lenerm question 
to demonstrate,that the dangerwhich 11 ei I tl F ‘ sb 

in India, from tire French party.at Hyderabad, was ot the most 
serious kind; and that had hostilities occurred between the Com¬ 
pany and Tippoo Sultaun during its existence, there is goou reason 
to believe that the Sultaun would have been openly' joined uy 
that party. 


“ The papers included in the general head, viz. Persian papers 
relative to the negotiations of Tippoo Sultaun with the French, 
refer to different periods of the reign of Tippoo Sultaun : they 
consist of, 

“ First. Various documents relative to the mission, in the year 
17S7, of Gholam Alii Khan, and others, to the Ottoman court, to 
France, and to England. The object of this mission, as appears 















correspondence with I’oonah, authorize a-suspicion,-if they do 
not: absolutely prove, that the backwardness of that court to arm 
against.Tippoo, conformably to its engagements with us, was as 
much the effect of the Sultaim’s intrigues, as of the domestic em¬ 
barrassments of the Paishtvah, to which it has been constantly 
attributed. 

“ The papers comprehended under the seventh general head, 
being the correspondence between Tippoo, and his secret agents at 
Delhi, consist, principally, of letters to him from those agents, and 
of the drafts, or copies of several letters from the Sultaun to them. 
This correspondence, proves Tippoo to have been extremely active 
in his endeavours to open and establish an interest even with 
princes, whose names might be supposed to have hardly reached 

Rajahs of Joadpoor and Jynaggur, but even the more remote and 
obscure Rajah of Napaul. 

“ I was informed at Seringapatam, by Ntoonshv rfubheeb 
Oollah, that Tippoo had opened a communic to i \ lh 
through tiic channel of Moal Chund, and Sooiam Row. the 
Sultaun's agents at Delhi. These men ajp let e 

possessed his confidence in a high degree, 
traordinary, as they were natives of Uindosti tl j 1 

of others, as well as in his, and were perso ly k a. 

1 have not yet discovered any trace of the r 

Alii. 


“ Of the papers comprehended under the eighth, and last general 
head, or correspondence of secret agents at Calicut, and other 




parts of the Company’s possessions on the coast of Malabar, I am 
nr.t yet able to give any account. They are numerous: some of 
them arc in Persian, many of thc-m in the Canarese, and many in 
what is called the Arwie dialect. 

“ Besides the correspondences enumerated under the foregoing 
heads, there are many letters to and from Persia, Muscat, Arabia, 
and other parts. No complete series of these lias hitherto been 
discovered, nor have the letters which have appeared been more 
than cursorily examined. Enough lias been seen, however, to 
leave no doubt of Tippoo Sultaun’s having been equally active in 
his endeavours to injure us with the King of Persia, and the petty 
sovereigns of Arabia, as in his efforts to excite the other states 
which have been already mentioned.” 

Colonel Kirpatrick concludes this interesting report, by suggest¬ 
ing to the Governor-general, that the whole of these numerous 
and valuable documents should be, in the first instance, translated, 
into English ; and that such of them as should be judged suf¬ 
ficiently curious and important, should be then arranged according 
to dates, and under distinct heads. After being thus digested, his 
opinion is, that they would constitute such a stock of materials, as, 
with the addition of those already published, and others that are 
to be procured, would enable a writer, aulv qualified, to present to 
the world a history of the reigns ot nydar Alii khan, and Tippoo 
Sultaun, equally authentic as imcrestma-. 

The hostile disposition of Tippoo Sultaun towards the English, 
lias never been doubled; lint the eagerness and virulence, with 
ivhicli he prosecuted his favourite plan, of ruining the British power 





such a book of the Sultaun's composition, but had never seen it, 
as the Sultaun always manifested peculiar anxiety to conceal it from 
the vie-.v of any who happened to approach, while he was either 
reading, or writing in it. Of these extraordinary productions, six 
only'have as yet been translated, and they arc inserted in the Ap¬ 
pendix.® By some of these it appears, that war and conquest, and 
the destruction of the Kaufers (infidels), were not less the subjects 
of his sleeping, than of his waking thoughts 
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compelled us to raise the siege. Tile Marquis Cornwallis’s army 
remained in tents, in Mysore, throughout the year. The British 
army under the command ot General Harris consisted, after the 
arrival of General l-lord, of thirty-five thousand five hundred and 
fiftv-hvc fightmo; men, ol whom eight thousand seven hundred and 
four were Europeans. - file Nizam's infantry were three thousand 

























It had been the untlnrm policy ol the latter, to destroy every 
vestige ol hereditary right, established office, or territorial pos¬ 
session, among his subjects, and to concentre, not only the whole 
authority of the stale, but the whole conduct of the government 
in his own person. During his reign, therefore, his numerous 
Mahomedan chiefs possessed neither wciont. nor collective force. 
Many of them had fallen at Malavillv. Sedaseer, and Seritnra- 
patam ; and most of the survivors, together with their families, 
were actually m the fortress of Senngapatam. subjected to our 
discretion, and confiding m the clemency of the British govern¬ 
ment, without union, spirit, or strength to resist its power. I he 
inclination ana temper, both ot tire surviving duels, ana oi tnc 
people, were also most happily disposed to receive any new set¬ 
tlement, which might promise to secure them against the revival 
of a despotism, the barbarity and caprice of which has never been 
surpassed, even by the most tyrannical of the Mahomedan con¬ 
querors of India. 

In regulating the exercise of our right of conquest, it appeared 
that no principle could more justly be assumed, than that the 
original objects of the war should constitute the basis of the peace, 
and of the general settlement of our territorial acquisitions. These 
objects had been repeatediy declared by the allies, to be a reason¬ 
able indemnification of our cxpence in the war, and an adequate 
security against the return of that danger which originally pro- 

Vv'ith a view to each of these just and necessary objects, it 
was requisite that the Company and the Nizam should retain a 
large portion of the conquered territory. But it required much 



















F THE WAR WITH TIPPOO SULTAUN. 


sovereigns of the country. The usurpation, although not sanc¬ 
tioned by remote antiquity, had subsisted for such a length of 
time, as to have nearly extinguished the hopes of the Hindoo 
family, and. to have accustomed them to the humility of their 
actual fortunes: while the sons of Tippoo Sultaun, born in the 
state of royaltjq and educated with the proudest and most exalted 
expectations of sovereignty, and power, would be proportionally 
sensible to the sudden change of their condition, and to the un¬ 
expected disappointment of their splendid prospects. 

In this view of the subject, it would have been more grateful to 
the Governor-general (securing a munificent provision for the 
ancient family of Mysore) to have restored that of Tippoo Sul¬ 
taun to the throne, if such a restoration could have been accom¬ 
plished without exposing Mysore to the perpetual hazard of in¬ 
ternal commotion and foreign war, and without endangering the 
stability of the intended settlement of the British interests, and 
those of our allies, in that quarter of India. 

Since the peace of Seringapatam, and more especially since the 
year 1796, the destruction of the British power in India, had 
formed the favourite and unremitting object of Tippoo Sultaun’s 
hopes and exertions. His haughty mind never could be recon¬ 
ciled to the sacrifices he was compelled to make for the purchase 
of peace in 1792; and his increasing eagerness to recover the 
extensive portion of his dominions then ceded to the allies, urged 
him to pursue a systematic course of intrigue against the British 
power, among all the native states; and to revert to his ancient 
and hereditary connection with France, as the only effectual 
means of gratifying either his ambition or revenge. 





































and made acquainted with the powers entrusted to the commis¬ 
sioners, and of the resolutions which, under those powers, the}' 
had adopted. This communication was received by every indi¬ 
vidual with very lively sensations of gratitude, and ill several 
instances, of wonder.' Many of them expressed the greatest 
astonishment, at the unparalleled condescension, and generosity, 
of the Company's government, in manifesting so much considera¬ 
tion for persons who had so recently home arms against them, 
and who could not assert any claims to their favour or pro- 

These measures produced the most salutary effect in tranquil¬ 
lizing the minds of the principal Mahomedans remaining in 
Mysore; and as it placed the clemency, and generosity, of the 
British government in the most conspicuous and honourable light, 
it could not fail to conciliate all classes of people, and to prepare 
their minds for the new arrangements in contemplation for the 
settlement of Mysore. 

The total amount of the allowances which the commissioners 
had agreed to grant to the Sirdars of the late Tippoo Sultaun, did 
not exceed the annual sum of star pagodas, 20,907, 2 r. 6 fi. It 
will no doubt be necessary to augment the foregoing list of 
pensioners, and to make provision for the families of certain 
Sirdars deceased, whose pretensions had not been taken into 
consideration, excepting in the instance of Syed Saheb's family, 
(consisting of eighteen persons, male and female), for the main¬ 
tenance of whom a monthly pension of two hundred pagodas was 
assigned. 
















TIPrbO SULTAUN. 


prime-minister. The last Delatvay appears to liavc been Nunda- 
Rajie, who liad usurped the authority of his master, before he was 
besieged by Hyder Alii, in 1759. He was afterwards confined by 
Hyder, and died about the year 1772, leaving two sons, Vee-Raije, 
and Toda-Raije; the latter of whom died unmarried, about the 
year 1779. Vee-Raije is still living; he is about sixty years of 
age; has been married twenty-two years, and has a son named 
Deo-Raije, about fourteen years old. Tippoo allowed an esta¬ 
blishment to Vee-Raije, which, including household, clothes, and 


Having thus traced the origin of the kingdom of Mysore, and 
the descent of the young Rajah, according to the best information 
which had been obtained, and transmitted to the Governor- 
general, two months after the fall of Seringapatam, I now re¬ 
turn to the proceedings of the commissioners for the affairs of 


Hsev had cautiously' abstained from all intercourse with the 
ramilv of the Rajah, until the departure of the princes from Seriit- 
^ 1 it n but as soon as the four elder sons of the late Sultaun 
had left the capital, the commissioners paid a visit to the young 
Papali: having previously signified to his family, through Pur- 
nenh. the outline of the Governor-general’s intentions toward his 






“ your government. We shall at all times consider ourselves as 
“ under your protection and orders. Your having established its, 
“ must forever be fresh in the memory of our posterity, from one 
“ generation to another. Our offspring can never forget an attach- 
“ ment to your government, on whose support we shall depend.’ 1 

(Signed) LETCHIMA AMANY. 

DEWAJ AMANY. 

A true Translation. 

(Signed) William Macleod. 

Upon receiving this letter, on the 24 th of June, the commissioners 
gave notice, through Purneali, to his Highness and to his family, 
of their intention to pay their personal respects to them in the 
course of the evening. 

Accordingly, they proceeded to his Highness’s residence, accom¬ 
panied by Purneah, wdiose presence they deemed necessary at this 
first interview'; and although every preparation had been made 
for their reception, they found the young Rajah, and others of this 
persecuted family, in a condition of poverty and humiliation, which 
excited the strongest compassion. A portion of an apartment in 
which tlie commissioners were received, was concealed from view 
by a curtain, behind which stood the Ranali, and tile other female 
relations of the Rajah. The male part of the family attended tile 
young Rajah, and received the commissioners with expressions of 
gratitude and joy, proportioned to the magnitude of the benefits 
conferred on them, and to the state of indigence and obscurity, 
from which their family was now relieved. The commissioners 
again informed them of the general outline of the Governor- 





ceremony. In consequence, the General, attended by his suite, 
and a detachment of European cavalry, proceeded to Scringapatam 
on the morning' of the 2,9th. 

Tlie Rajah anti his family removed some days before to the old 
town of Mysore, where the best preparations, which circumstances 
would admit, were made for their accommodation. These indeed 
were necessary, since the same policy which had dictated the re¬ 
moval of every vestige of Hindoo magnificence, under the govern¬ 
ment of the late Tippoo Sultaun, had also led to the demolition of 
this city. Scarcely any traces remained of the ancient palace of 
the Mysore Rajahs. There were no buildings; and as the inau¬ 
guration was to be performed here, it became necessary to erect a 
temporary sited for the occasion. 

It had been resolved to fix the residence of the Rajah in the 
ancient town of Mysore, as the most eligible situation for the seat 
of his government; but it was, at the same time, a gratification 
to the family, that their restoration should take place in the very 
spot where the}' had been deposed, and even upon the ancient 
Musnud used by the Rajahs, which was found in their palace of 
Seringapatam. Attention was paid to these circumstance, which, 
however trilling they may seem, have a wonderful effect on minds, 
tinctured with superstition, and influenced even by the consi¬ 
deration of luckv or unlucky days. 

~1 l e p rations having been made, the members of 

t co panied by Meet- Allum and his son Meet- 

Dc.vr.:!'i. escorted bv his Majesty's twelfth regiment, and a de- 
.-ocecded on the morning of the 30th of 







office he was accordingly appointed; and tlie command of 
Seringapatam was placed in the hands of the Honourable Colonel 
Wellesley, an officer, whose approved military talents, and in¬ 
tegrity, qualified him for the execution of a trust of so much 
delicacy and importance, and which must, for some time at least, 
require to be superintended with peculiar vigilance and care; 




the Appendix, under the title of the Partition Treaty of Mysore; 
and a Memorial * added, explanatory of its several provisions. 
The treaty is further illustrated by the Map, which will shew the 
great importance of the acquisition of territory, and of frontier 
stations, derived from the mode of partition adopted by the Go¬ 
vernor-general ; and the evident advantages arising from it, whether 
considered in a political or military point of view. 

On the 8th of June, the Governor-general forwarded to the 
commissioners, the draft of a subsidiary treaty, to be concluded 
between the Company and the Rajah of Mysore. After an ample 
discussion with the commissioners, and tile adoption of such of 
the alterations proposed by them, as tire Governor-general ap¬ 
proved ; this treat)' was executed in the fortress of Nuzzerbah, or 
New Mysore, near Seringapatam, by the commissioners, and by 
certain proxies on the part ol the young Rajah, on the 8th of 
Tujv: and ratified bv the Governor-general in council, on the 
eve oi luiv, under the title of the Subsidiary Treaty-j- of Serin- 
VI 1 gl tl s tic is also accompanied by an Ex- 
1 o 1 l be proper, in this place, to advert to 

1 1 1 1 ci its stipulations are founded. 

In training tins cturasrement. it was the determination oi the 
^ i toe bl 1 the mo t i wu 1 fie i conni nn 










impeded by difficult roads, now assumed, as senior officer, the 
command ol the united detachments, and immediately pursued 
Dhoondia so closely, as to compel him to take refuge in the 
Marhattah territory, where Colonel Stevenson, on the 20th of 
August, saw him encamp with the remnant of his banditti, which 
he might easily have taken or destroyed, had he been at liberty to 
pass beyond the boundary of the Marhattah dominion. But the 
Governor-general having strictly prohibited any violation of the 
frontier of the Marhattah empire, Colonel Stevenson, with great 
judgment and discretion, halted his detachment on the boundary, 
and signified to the Marhattah officer of the adjoining district, that 
the respect entertained for tile rights of the Marhattah state, pre¬ 
cluded the further progress of the British forces. 

As Dhoondia had on several occasions, by acts of robbery and 
murder, rendered himself obnoxious to the Marhattahs, there was 
no danger of their affording him an asylW against the remon¬ 
strances of the British government. His camp indeed was plun¬ 
dered, a few hours after it had been pitched within the territory of 
the Marhattahs, by Dhoonda Punt Goklah, a chief commanding a 
division of the Paishwa’s army; and his elephants, camels, bullocks, 
and guns, were carried off, which deprived him of all means of 
future depredation. The province of Biddenore was soon after¬ 
wards completely delivered from the banditti, which had acted 
under Dhoondia’s command; for although they retained some 
posts in tile country at the period of his flight, these were all 
ttacualed on the approach of the British troops. 

The detachment which was scut from the army of Bombay, 
under the command of Lieutenant-colonel Wiseman, took pos- 













































and desired that we would regulate our negotiations accordingly. Jt is 
impossible to describe the distress we suflcred from the ram, and tin:.motion 
of tile waves ol the sea. However, by the Invent ol God and your rna- 
jeslv s auspices, we survived, and on 1 Imrsdnv the sd ol the month Ktuvzce 
(i o/h January, i7(jSJ, being amved within two coss of tire Mauritiiw, a 
pilot came olf in a boat to learn the circumstances of the ship. He came 
on board, and Rj panel received him with a great deal, of cordiality ; lie told 
him that we were ambassadors sent by your highness to the sirdars of die 
Mauritius, and desired that he would send some one (cu shorn to rnve 
notice. 1 he pilot immediately sent a Lascar with a verbal message to the 

the people s health on board die ship. He sent for all the men who were 
on board the vessel, and inquired into the state of every man's health: he 
then came up to us, and made a salain :or ohasaucc and told us, that be 
would immediately send notice to the o-eneral ol our arrival • we tlesjreu 
linn to allot some place for our accommodation mi .shore, and enable us to 
disembark, adding, that m a day or two alter, we would commence our 
interviews with the sirdars: requesting that our arrival might not be made 
























commander in chief of his majesty’s naval force in the Indian seas as soon 
as possible, to detach to the straits of Babelmandcl such a force, as, accord¬ 
ing to the information he shall have received, he may judge sufficient for 
the service, m the instructions to take possession of the island of Pcrim, by 

1 he importance of the measure are have thus pointed out, will insure 
your most cordial endeavours m promoting the same, by every means 
within your power. IJje security of our most valuable possessions in 
India, if not our verv existence there, depends upon defeating the present 
formidable and inveterate design of the French against those possessions- 


No. VII. 

The On'nnafs of the following Translations from Gaural Bonaparte we 
him transmitted lo the Governor in Council at Bombay. 





































1 pray to God that every tiling may succeed according to the wishes of 
aur majesty. I have the honour to be with respect, 

(Signed) DUBUC, 

The Lemmander in Cn:cf, Captain in the Navy 

Major Fillctaa begs to offer the homage ofliis respect and attacliment to 

A true Translation, 

G. G. Kcble, French Translator. 


Letter from 'T/ppoo Sutlauu to M. Ditlmc, 
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liesides, there was a detachment at Scdaseaghur of csoo men, under 
Oyed lueeran: one at Anagoondy of 1200; another on its march from 
'denapatam, hy the Tippoov Road, of too ; a third of 500 at Cajuncottah: 
and several parties at Chuckloor, Cunagall, and different places. These, 
with the loss during the siege, at Ivlallavelly and Sedaseer, and desertions, 
will make the total number of fighting men amount pretty nearly to the 
detailed account from the state registers (18,000 men). This statement 
is made out by IChanJehan Cawn, one of the most respectable o( the 
Sultaun’s officers,' He was a Meer Mceran, was wounded during the 
assault, and is now at Mysore, in the enjoyment of an annual pension of 
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